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Abstract

Effects of Welfare and Mental Health Resources on the Suicide in Community
- Focused on social welfare infra and mental health infra -

Yoon, Myeong-Sook™ - Choi, Myung-Min**

Suicide research has rarely looked at the community characteristics on suicidal
behavior. This study aimed to examine associations between suicide rate and the
health & welfare infra. Data were obtained from socio-demographic variables, welfare
infra(community welfare resources, elderly welfare resources), mental health
infra(community mental health center, psychiatric hospital) and suicide rate were used
for analysis. The statistical significance was tested by SPSS 18.0. The findings of the
study were as follows: First, community with high proportion of older people(aged 65
years and over), high percentage of welfare recipants had significantly high suicide.
Second, community with having community welfare resources and a number of
community welfare resources, having the elderly welfare resources showed lower
suicide. Third, community with a high percentage of psychiatric hospital, having
community mental health center showed lower suicide. Fourth, proportion of older
people, percentage of psychiatric hospital were very important variables which
affected on suicide in community. Based upon these findings we suggested to develop
an effective suicide prevention at the community level. The implications and
limitations of these findings were discussed and directions for future studies were also
proposed.

key words: suicide, community. socio-demographic factor, welfare infra, mental
health infra
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