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Abstract

The Effects of Income on Depression among Older Adults

—Focusing on the Moderating Effects of Social Capital —

Kim, Sue-Lynn® - Ju, Kyong Hee** - Chung, Soon-dool***

This study empirically explored the moderating effects of social capital on the
relationship between income and depression among older adults. With this purpose,
615 adults aged 50 years and over from 2017 age integration survey data which
had been collected through proportional allocation and weighted sampling taking sex
and age info account were analyzed. Stepwise regression analysis was conducted to
examine the moderating effects of social capital, using Preacher's SPSS PROCESS
Macro. Analysis results show that income has a negative effect on depression, which
is significantly moderated by the level of social capital. That is, the likelihood of
depression caused by low income increases as social capital decreases. On the basis
of these findings, several practical implications, based on the enhancement of social
capital, to lower the risk of depression among low-income older adults were

discussed.

Key words: older adults, income, depression, social capital, moderating effect
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