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Abstract

A Comparative Study on the Welfare Equipment benefit
provision in the Long-Term Care Insurance System between

Korea and Japan

Sanghee Park - Eunjung Han - Jungsuk Lee

This study was designed to compare Korea and Japan's policies on providing
welfare equipment benefit and to draw up implications for the improvement of the
Korean system. Korea and Japan both operate social insurance system of welfare
equipment benefit and define the nature of it as a tool for supporting the
independence of the elderly and provide it as home care benefit. According to the
comparative analysis of the benefit provision system of both countries, based on the
target population, the provision criteria, and the care professional, the policies of
providing welfare equipment showed significant differences in detail. To improve the
benefit provision of Korean welfare equipment, it was required to reinforce the
function of the care management, limit welfare equipment items and benefit cost
according to the long-term care grade, use of standard benefit model of the welfare

equipment, and train equipment experts.

Key words: Long-term care insurance, Welfare Equipment, Comparative Study,

Benefit Provision, Welfare Equipment Specialist,
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